John McDowell-Cowans

Gateshead, NE9 6RU
Tel: 07950 955993
Email: johnmac28@live.co.uk

Profile	
A reliable and highly motivated professional Driver with 25 years’ experience gained from civilian and military careers. A trained specialist in transporting vehicles and more recently high security valuables.  Versatile, able to work as part of a team but also self-motivated to work alone. Committed and determined to complete tasks set to tight deadlines, always observant of all health and safety aspects within the workplace.

Achievements
I gained many driving skills in the Army and received a commendation for passing my driver training in the shortest time possible with the highest obtainable marks, I was personally congratulated by the Wing Commander of Leconfield Driver Training School.   

Key Skills and Competencies
· Driver to LGV C+E.
· Sound ability to plan and adhere to daily driving schedules.
· Able to perform pre and post-trip inspections and troubleshooting.
· Well-developed interpersonal skills, communicating both verbal and written.
· Adapted to working in demanding environments under pressure.
· Highly motivated, with exceptional situational awareness.

Employment and Work Experience
May 2024 til present Car Transporter Driver At ECM Transport.
In my current role I work away from Monday to Friday on the road tramping throughout the country delivering and collecting customers vehicles using a 11+ car transporter.
Duties include:
    ●Appraising and checking vehicles for damage and ensuring all accessories are present.
     ●Loading and unloading the vehicles to strict guidelines and processes inline with safe systems of work and health and safety. 
     ●Plan and travel routes by road to various destinations and stick to Road Haulage Association guidelines to ensure it is done safely and lawful.

February 2023 – May 2024 Loomis Gateshead 
Cash in Transit Guard
In this position I have a range of duties that include collecting and transporting money as per the customer requests. This involves driving various security vehicles and the safe transport of money. 
Duties include:
· Following strict standard operating procedures to make sure I keep myself, my colleagues, and the consignment safe.
· Providing an effective and professional security service to our customers.
· Working effectively towards time critical windows.

March 2013 – November 2022 Manheim Auctions Washington
Car Transporter
In this position I was a class 1 Transport Driver.  Main duties included:
· Driving a range of transporters within the branch. 
· Responsible for training and mentoring new and existing drivers to ensure competence. 
· As with my previous roles safety and adhering to rules and regulations was paramount. 
· Ensuring the safe collection and delivery of vehicles across the country, this involved long journeys where prolonged concentration was required and working alone. 
· Responsible for sanitising and inspecting the vehicles before they were loaded onto the truck and ensuring they were secure when loaded. 
· Conducted safety checks when the vehicles were on the truck to ensure that they were below the required heights for that journey. 
· Working with the customers to ensure everything was received safely and to the customers satisfaction. Personally, ensuring an excellent customer experience.

June 2012 – March 2013 Autologic – Nissan Sunderland
Car Transporter
In this position I drove a 12 + car transporter and I was responsible for transporting new vehicles from the Nissan plant in Sunderland to the Port.  This included:
· Ensuring that the vehicles were secure on the car transporter and ensuring the safe delivery to the port.  
· Working to tight deadlines and ensuring all paperwork and regulations are adhered to.  
I left this role as it was through an agency and I wanted something more permanent.

December 2011 – June 2012 Kirton Haulage – Bishop Aukland 
General Haulage
In this position I transported anything from JCB parts to plastic tanks.  This involved driving to various locations through the UK and the occasional night out with early starts.

June 2009 to December 2011 Car-Go Direct – Crook 
Car Transporter
In this position I was responsible for collecting/delivering high value cars and light haulage vehicles throughout the country.  It was also my role to train new drivers on various sized transporters. 

May 2006 to June 2009 Durham Car Storage (Glendenning) – Durham 
Car Transporter
In this position I was responsible for collecting and delivering both new and used cars nationwide.  I was responsible for the thorough checking of ex hire cars and completing all safety records.  

December 1999 to March 2006 HM Forces – Royal Engineer Spec 
Trade Driver
During my time in the Army I had various roles from transporting cranes on plant transporters to military engineering tasks, supervising others in the regimental servicing bay.  

Education and Training
· 7 GCSE’s
· C + E LGV Driving Licence  

Hobbies and Interests
I like fishing; gardening and I enjoy car maintenance.  I also like to relax and enjoy spending time with my wife and children.
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