	Industry Experience
Investment Banking
Corporate Banking
Private Banking
Retail Banking
Consulting
Functional Experience
Regulatory Monitorships
S166 Skilled Person Reviews
Internal Audit
AML/CDD
Sanctions
Trade Finance
AFC Systems Testing
Data Quality
Previous Experience 
· MUFG (Internal Audit)
· Stonex (KYC Analyst)
· Capgemini (Senior Financial Crime Consultant) Danske Bank
· Treliant Risk Advisors, SCB (Senior Financial Crime Consultant)
· Exiger Limited Danske and MUFG (Senior Financial Crime Consultant)
· GBB (Senior Financial Crime Consultant)
· Exiger Limited Commerzbank  and HSBC (Senior Financial Crime Consultant)
· Treliant Risk Advisors SCB (Senior Financial Crime Consultant)
· SQA Consulting RBS (Senior Financial Crime Consultant)
· Barclays Corporate (Test Manager)
· Barclays Capital (Senior Test Analyst)
· Barclays Wealth (Test Analyst)
· UBS Wealth Management (UAT Manager)
· AON (Test Analyst)
· Goldman Sachs (Test Analyst)



	Ahmer Abbasi
Ahmer has over 20 years of experience in banking, financial crime and IT, with a proven track record of supporting clients to assess their anti-financial crime (AFC) programme against UK and US regulatory requirements.
Experience
A Certified Anti-Money Laundering Specialist (CAMS) with over 15 years of experience across Investment, Corporate, Private, and Retail Banking, Ahmer Abbasi has a robust background in evaluating AML and Sanctions systems and controls against regulatory standards. Most recently, Ahmer has worked with the Internal Audit team at MUFG on various issue validations across different areas of financial crime compliance, and before that worked at with the StoneX financial crime onboarding team.

Previously, Ahmer supported the second line of defence sanctions team at Danske Bank, undertaking various compliance-related tasks. contributed to the multi-year regulatory monitorship at Standard Chartered Bank. Prior to that, he worked in an internal audit role at MUFG, where he reviewed a broad range of financial crime controls. He also managed and mentored a small team at Danske bank, conducting a comprehensive AML and Sanctions review of global policies and procedures compared to local practices across 24 branches and subsidiaries, focusing on governance, KYC, transaction monitoring, and sanctions controls.

Ahmer has executed multiple AML and sanctions reviews for several large UK banks as part of independent reviews commissioned by the Financial Conduct Authority, NY Federal Reserve Bank and the DOJ (Department of Justice). He possesses extensive experience in assessing Anti-Financial Crime (AFC) programs and controls against UK and US regulatory requirements. Additionally, Ahmer has validated S166 skilled persons issues and conducted annual AML audits as part of a German bank's internal audit team.

Ahmer has planned and executed AML and sanctions control testing within corporate, investment, private, and retail banking, ensuring controls were designed and functioning effectively per policies, procedures, relevant regulations, and industry guidelines. He has assessed the design and effectiveness of sanctions controls across trade finance operations, including trade alerts, watchlist management, governance, staffing, management information, and transaction and name screening alert investigations. Ahmer has also performed data quality reviews of customer databases, ensuring the validity, completeness, and consistency of data using SQL, Excel, and Tableau.

Additionally, Ahmer configured and tested financial crime systems for a start-up bank, created automated PEP and sanctions fuzzy matching scripts to align the filter with the bank's risk appetite, and wrote end-to-end desktop instructions for case management and filter systems. His experience as an independent consultant includes assessing screening systems, software testing, and data migration projects, leveraging this expertise to conduct AFC-related data quality assessments.

Ahmer is a resourceful, hands-on team player with strong interpersonal skills. He swiftly adapts to new environments, consistently delivering high-quality work on time and within budget.
Education & Qualifications
· BA (Hons) Information System & Business Management 
· Certified Anti-Money Laundering Specialist (CAMS)
· BCS (British Computer Society) ISEB Certified in Software Testing




Professional Experience (last 5 years)
Internal Audit, Protiviti
Dec 2024 – Current
Supported the Internal Audit team at MUFG
· Conducted Issue validation on different controls including CDD, QA, QC, ABC, sanctions, and supported IT issue validation.
· Interviewing relevant stakeholders
· Writing test of design and test of execution documents
· Reviewing policies and procedures
· Conducting fieldwork
· Writing workpapers

KYC Analyst, StoneX
Oct 2024 – Dec 2024
Supported the second line of defence financial crime compliance onboarding team.
· Onbaording global payment clients for different client types, Charities, Corporates Counterparties and Financial Institutions
· Completing due diligence checks on the different client types using checklists
· Validating ID and V documents
· Determining the UBO
· Using Worlcheck screening and google searches to determine bad actors
· Validating the Source of funds and Source of wealth
· Researching client websites and worldwide company and charity registers to validate the clients
· Determining the LEI (Legal Entity Identifier)
· Raising PEP and SOE escalations
· Supporting the Account Executives (1st line) with any financial crime onboarding related questions
Senior Financial Crime Consultant, Capgemini
Jan 2024 – Jun 2024
Supported the second line of defence sanctions team at Danske Bank.
· Reviewed local policies to identify compliance gaps, enhancing overall regulatory adherence.
· Conducted a comprehensive lessons learned exercise for sanctions improvement.
· Coordinated a mock inspection process with an external consultancy, ensuring readiness for real inspections.
· Facilitated collaboration between first and second line defence teams to create impactful committee presentations.
· Streamlined horizon scanning and regulatory monitoring practices, improving efficiency.

Senior Financial Crime Consultant, Treliant
Feb 2023 – May 2023
· Worked on behalf of the Federal Reserve Bank of NY on a cease and desist order at Standard Chartered Bank.
· Working on behalf of Federal Reserve Bank of NY appointed consultancy on a cease and desist order at Standard Chartered bank.
· Reviewing relevant policies and procedures to ensure they are in line with regulatory requirements.
· Creating test scripts to review trade alerts, transaction alerts, name screening alerts and sanctions investigations SRE.
· Raising issues and observations.
· Conducting interview with relevant stakeholders to gain an understanding of the policies and procedures and systems.
· Conducting interviews with stakeholders to confirm factual accuracy of potential observations.
· Updating workpapers with the results of testing.
· Updating the final report which was submitted to the Federal Reserve Bank of NY.
· Managing and mentoring a small team.

Senior Financial Crime Consultant, Exiger
Nov 2021 – Feb 2023
· Worked with MUFG’s internal audit team on various audits and issue validations.
· Conducted audits and Issue validation on different controls including CDD, QA, transaction monitoring, sanctions, customer risk rating models, and IT reviews.
· Interviewing relevant stakeholders
· Writing test of design and test of execution documents
· Reviewing policies and procedures
· Conducting fieldwork
· Writing workpapers
· Conducted a gap analysis at Danske Banks comparing group controls across 24 branches of Danske Bank.
· Managing and mentoring a small team to conduct an AML and Sanctions review of global policies and procedures compared to local policies and procedures across 24 branches and subsidiaries including governance, KYC/CDD, transaction monitoring and sanctions controls.
· Managing the stakeholder relationship on behalf of Exiger
· Created questionnaires to understand the branches and subsidiaries business and AML risk.
· Created a gap analysis template to compare global policies and procedures against 24 local branches and subsidiaries standard operating procedure documents.
· Conducted meetings with stakeholders across 1st line and 2nd line of defence to gather documents and information.
· Creating a repository of gathered standard operating procedures.
· Creating reviewing and updating a report to present all the findings to the head of financial crime.


Senior Financial Crime Consultant, GB Bank
Aug 2021 – Nov 2021
· Worked for at a Start Up/Challenger bank, assisting the MLRO to conduct testing and implementation of the new financial crime onboarding platform to determine the banks risk appetite and thresholds.
· Creating an automated test script for PEP's and Sanctions fuzzy matching.
· Tested the new financial crime systems, raised defects and regression tested to ensure they was fit for purpose.
· Created the desktop manual for the financial crime onboarding platform for the business to use.

Senior Financial Crime Consultant, Exiger
Oct 2020 – Feb 2021
· Validated issues and audits as part of the internal audit team at Commerzbank for Skilled Persons recommendations across various workstreams including Client Life Cycle management and Data Analysis
· Reviewing the governance controls of the MLRO, 1st and 2nd line, including roles, responsibilities, qualifications, and obligations registers. 
· Reviewing Customer Databases to ensure controls in line with compliance standards, Reviewing the Names Screening Model, the Customer Risk Rating Model and Data Issue reporting standards. 
· Conducting walkthroughs and interviews with stakeholders to gain an understanding of the business and technology operational processes to identify the key risks and controls to be assessed. 
· Preparing the audit testing plan to check the adequacy and effectiveness of the key risks and controls identified. 
· Planning, Fieldwork remotely, Observation Vetting and Workpaper documentation for all reviews
· Identifying and vetting observations with the stakeholders to ensure factual accuracy. 
· Documenting findings and work papers for the final report.
